
99

FLOWERS
wedding

Amanda Randell, Master Florist, advises on points to consider
when choosing your wedding flowers 

For centuries flowers have played a

meaningful role in all the important

ceremonial events in our lives, and

weddings in particular are pretty

much top of the bill. Here we explore

the floral choices you have for your

wedding day and help you choose a

design to suit your dress and venue.

The first steps are to identify the key

criteria that will make up your perfect

choice of flowers.

¤ Colour – is dictated by a number

of factors, the first being the colours

chosen for both the wedding dress

and the bridesmaids’ outfits, and

perhaps too the predominant interior

colour scheme at the reception

venue.

¤ Scent – the flowers’ perfume will

provide a powerful and evocative

memory for years to come.

¤ Style – this needs to tie in with

your choice of outfits and reception

venue, but most of all with your

personality. Write down a list of

adjectives that best describe your

style: elegant, classical, modern or

flamboyant, for example. How will the

flowers fit in with this? Perhaps

garden, simple, rustic, exotic,

minimalist, or even spiky!

¤ Shape – denotes the type of

bouquet you will feel comfortable

holding. It could be a pretty, classic

hand-tied posy with either short or

long stems, a glorious traditional

trailing bouquet, a stylish sheaf or a

lovely over-the-arm display.

¤ Season – each season offers

something fabulous and keeping your

flowers seasonal adds impact and

drama. Imagine snowdrops in rustic

baskets in the centre of each table

covered with a light dusting of snow

for your winter wedding, or small

buckets of narcissus tête-à-tête for

that smell of spring. What about the

sight of blousy peony heads floating

in a fountain in the height of summer

or the glimmer of berries and rustic

leaves in the golden glow of autumn?  

¤ Theme – the opportunities are

endless but themes can be

meaningful to you both and create a

memorable display. I have had the

privilege of preparing a medieval

wedding, where the bouquet reached

to the floor, with herbs and old

English flowers, and even a Lord of

the Rings theme where the bride was

dressed as Galadriel and held a

trailing bouquet with woodland

foliage, anemones and wild orchids.

¤ Trends – although wedding

flowers are all about you and your

personality, external factors such as

current trends can play a strong role

in influencing your choices. Trends in

the worlds of fashion and interior

design, for example, often inspire

choice of accessories. 

¤ Accessories – are the non-floral

elements used to create the finished

design. These take the form of bullion

wire, beads (notably pearl details),

diamante, feathers and ribbons.

¤ Family traditions – may be a

special factor involved. You may wish

to include a flower or some foliage

taken from a specific garden or a
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